A Nags Head Getaway
Candy B. Harrington

Wich summer only a few shorr months away, now iz the ideal dme o
start making plans for chat annal family geraveay. W von're ke mins
failies, the whole planning process tan be quite @ deallange. The
main problem liesin the face char different familv members like to do
different things, sa it's almost impossible oo make vacanon plans thar
please evervone,

Yt danghrer wanis roowork an her tan, your son wane o play
witkew gares, youn brothen o law swaaes (o iy oot i new digital cam
era and your hushand wants to fish. You st want w kick back and
enjoy thar ew niwel yonrve been meantag e read and mayhe go oo for
disise vnce v vwice, O, wend of course everything las e be whieel
char-aceessihle, Howe in the world can vou make the whaole family happyr

Wil vne soluion s torent a spacions beach cottage s Nage | esd,
Sorth Caroliog, §0y 1he perfvar pluce 1o anwind, enjos o bode maearald
heanry, aned e relaxs Mest of the larper heach comages have pools,
ApL, B L litchiens, beaclh avcess, Barlecues and games. With up
tis mine bedrooms you can spliv the cost with another famaly or invise
;1||}11}1 some friends: Theres lors aof room m -.|'r'rr.'u:| OUT, W EVErYOne
vty do taeir e thiog, vet seill beaasder e sanse sool. Ty die perlece
Ll vacarion,

Avchwach over TAODD wivis on vhe macker, cortge renals are bag
Busieess in the Cruter Banks, Thus pood news Tor wheelens and slow

walliers, brecanse with such oo large invenrory, there areaceeeable chinees,

Cottages Galore

Finding 4 corrage thar suirs vour needs as prermy easy, Granmed, theee
are gt large number of cottages: buteven dhougl st wee owned by
individuals, they are manaped by a handful of real csare apencics. 5o,
is qwol as 1 you liave oo contact 14,000 mdividuals oo find an acces

sibde cotapge, Local real estare agenoare preny knowledgeable sbow

their invencanes, and mosr can el von can rell vén immediarely of

ey have any aceessilble chioioes.

For example, when L contacred Scaside Realoy (252-261-3500,
seasidercalty.cam], Nepmy Sroval was able ro quuicklv direcr nee ro rwa
wheelchair-acoessible cottaees: The Carolingan (77100 and Feelin’ Good
Again P05

Lhe seven bedvoom Caroliniag leatures wide dovrwavs, good
pathweay access and elevater access w all floors, The ground floor &
the recreation and kids flaarandae cames complere wirk a pool rable,
computer and kids bedrooms: plus g spacows patio with o il
equipped swimming pool, wer bar and a refriperaton The whole pa-
tio area is fenced, so there’s lots of privacy. It's & grear place far 2
barbucue ora pool pariw

The accessible hedroom is locared on the sccond floorn Ir has 2
private bathroony with a roll in shower grab bars i che shower and
around the tilerand g roll-under sink, There s sliding door aceess w
t11\‘ lj{,'l:l"l|'|I:.,‘|-'I:1ITI'I"IF l.‘ll.':l:':l'; !'.Tr'll'n 1'|-II." .1l‘.i't';‘;5.|1'.l.||' hf‘.‘dn'.l('rﬂ-lp .'lrll."l il I_'ﬂl'ﬁ".'iT WVIETW

ol the veean lronn juscabout unvwlere o tie bedioone The lochen,

living arca.and dining room are lecated on the third floorn Ther s

1
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Contage $H19 located in the Village at ”3.‘-;3‘ Heal

alsn an accessible over-dune boardwalk anr ro the heach, swirh srair-
way access down to the bieivch

Feelio: Choud Agzin also T oo pathiway access, devacor access
o all Aaors and a htt-equpped ssomaming ponl an the ground Ronr
patice Uhis tine bediaon cottage beatues soverl bedvoonms thal are
appropriate tor alow swatlkers, bt che maose accessible chodee s an the
thied flaor This hedrom bas o pesare hathraom wirk a low-siep
sbrowet Dwithe a tevecineh lipl, o soakang tale oo prals Baes it e
attached o che goler, Thes hame alse has o wheelchare-aceessible haord-
witlk our ro the beach, with staieway access down o the beach,

Ot e Villigee Bealey (23 2-480-2 224, villugerealiyobs.com) Cleryl

Hatlarrh was sty helphul in ORI e f wheelrhair-neces-

sibile property; Cottage 9514 located v the Village ac Nus Head,
This seven-bedroom coetage bearnees clevaror aceess to all Hooes, wide
doorways and 4 roll-in siana on che frse laar, The accessible bed-
vonnn b dowated oo the e oo aod B0 leacarss o hadbvese badhirosm
with a roll-in shewer, a hand-held shower head and grab baes in the
shoveer and arownd the et Lealso Js a beauitul LA atoied dech
which conmecns o a private oeean view boardwalk. There is level ac-
cess oo the deck From the second Aane, and % a grear place 1o enjoy
il:-: ellEsEL

Az far as equipment goes. remember o bring vour oan shower
chairar make arrangemencs o renc one locally, as none of the cortages
worne syuipped with chgen, Additionally oy licle baach lun, vou can
rena heach wheelchairar Lifesaver Renr-alls {232-441-0048) or haor-

row ane from the Mags Lead Fire Depaciment (252441 5909,

A Coastal Drive

I voud ke woenjoy thescenic beawy of Uie Chuter Banbs, save a day
for 2 coastal driving rour, complete wich staps ar a fow of the historic
lighrhonses If vourd alsn hike o learn a ber ahaut che local hastary, |
bighiy recomunend picking up the Qur Tour Guide fourtourguidenet)
audie driving tour, fuse pop in the 07 while you drive and listen ta
the marated cour along che wav. Like most 2udio tours you can talke it
ab vour owr paee, and just skip the areds that vou don’t want o visit,
It's verv well done and flled with laes of great local infarmannn, You
cant oeder i oo line o plelo i apoae die B Baet jo ] Dewil Hills o

any Food Lion in the Ouer Banks:




Prates by Charles Pznnell

Bepin your drive by heading soush rowards the Cape Haneras Wa-
tional Seashore, 1 lighlights of the drive include Bodie Island Light-
s, Coguing Buich and the Cape Haneras Lighthouose, .

Baodie Tsland Lighthnuse (250-441-5711,

bodielh.htm] is not open o e public, but diere 5 mmped awoess w

nps.govicahal

the Visitors Center, which features a number of interprenive exhibirs,
The hig reear here s the Rodie Iddand Pand Traill locared hehind thie
lightlwuse, "TUhis beardwalk trail leatuey level acoess and a ramped
viewing plackerm ar the cdpe of the marsh, Be sure and ke vonr
bincculars: as vou never know what vou 1l see.

U yvowdl Bke wo vsplore the beach (and get a look ar a shipwreck)

Fead sver to Ceadquing Beach, past across the steeet from the lighthouse

A beach wheelclain s available loo o at die Blegoand stion.

Further down the road you'll find the Cape Harreras Lighrhouse
I i e L [N L P 11]ﬂ!..g,11*f'.|'r',1'|r.1.l'r.'l|'.u:'|1p|111.]1Tm|. I'II:'F]'I.TP‘_- the moss fa
s liglic b i b wieas Thas beleved stoucture mady navonal
newes i 1999 whon owas moved 200 feer o order o sve o from
the erading shoreline. | here is raniped access 1o the Yisos Cone
s Lol access vo chiedis Hloor of the Susenm of the Sea iwhere v
will find o free loaner heacl wheelchair), The grounde aronnd the
|1'p||1||1|_|||3{' are level, wnd waly o linde el you can e the beacs
wheclehair divwen ro the tormer site of 1he lrhthesse, e very soenae
spet, andl a grear place rooget o good view of boh the lighthouse and
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Nature Walks

1 pond like 1o geran upeclosceand-peesonal look ar the local Sl and
tavmnay e perbaps cngov a shore hike onoan offsthe-beaten-parh nanoee
eraily ou'e fo luele s there wie many weeessible ouidoon areas i e
Chater Banks: At the op of the list i Pea Isdand Naoonal Waldlite
Refuge (2520872394, pearsland fws gov), located jast 10 miles soud:
of Mags ead, on Elueras slad,

Pea laland is a shose hird NERTING haven and a prime hahkirar for
wading birds. Swans arealso a common sight w the reluge, wnd
worlre lucky you might even carch a glimpee of the endangered per-
Cfrine Falenn or a M pir.-w.r. There 15 level access o the Visitors
Cienter, which has a number of inerpretive exhibin and e vorv knowl-

eulpeable ranger on due
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Boardwalk at the Lreef [ut Wildife Trail at hlhgamr River National Wildie F.eFugu

Dhutside, the badl inile Norih Pond Trail winds: halbway aronnd
the pond, out o a viewnp plarfsem aver che marsh, TTalf af the vl
13 ikﬂ'nl. while the athier hall Peatgires o Losedseadle Do s wll wide,
bewel annl very accessible, The viewing plattorm has ramped acoess ra
the lower level and 2 wheelchare-heght sporning wape at the e,
Fheee are also o pmber ol benches wid cesting plives along the
vrasle Its o greae birding srail, bue alse an escallonr choice fora lei-
arrely narire walk

Lp T qu_q'- Hlewd, [ockey's R]dt::: Stace Parle §252-441-71 32
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shiteing sand thae Tacks vegetanon The enttance o the park is locaed
on Carolisu Prive, near milepose 12X an the Hiuhwn:.’ I'5h Fyprass,
There ix level access roorhe Yisirors Uenrer, which fearures e [ el
evhihirs and o sonall @oft shop. Belind the Visiwes Canter there iy i
wheelchair-uccossible boardwalk which leads vur aver che sand

There s alsa an inrerprenive rmasl acvass the s, but because i s
st aceesaible voowmyboddy withow msbilivy disabilicy, abernace arranpe-
metits e available, With advance notice, vistrors whin have a physical
disabiliny can arake arrangements for a fese nds o e wop of dic dune
are e allverrain vehiche, Conaer the park office ar least 24 haurs in
advance o make 2 reservition far rhis prevage o,

And dontmiss the newest avcessible il in che aresy the Creef
Cun Wildlite Trail ac Alligator River Nacional Wildlife Refuge (150-
4731131, alligararmver fwsgen). Technically, Alligaior River is Jo-
cated o the mainbind, bue ity juse a shore deive on LS 64, st
shame o miss ic. The reailhead o the Creef Cur Teatl is just off
Highway 64 ar Militie Hosd

Mear the tratlhead vou'll find an accessible pir toiler and o new
Frceizible E(hing Fli-l::'. The halfmile paved Creef Cue Leadl eoas aleing-
side the fiver and connecs w2 shor bowrdwalk over che marsh, Il a
great place for wildlife sightings, especially hurds, hlack hears and red

winlvas, Tn Brer o’ 2 very accessible way woexperience an otherwise

remone wildhife ares,
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